THE MERRETT MYSTERY
direction of the bullet, the position of the wound, and the
distance at which iji his view the discharge had taken place,
"all pointed to the weapon having been fired by another
party."   Elaborate experiments carried out by himself, and
in conjunction with Professor Glaister, of Glasgow, with the
actual pistol and cartridges had satisfied him of that.   He
stated that before the symptoms of meningitis set in late on
25th March, he saw at the post-mortem no reason why the
patient's mental condition should earlier have been affected.
The brain itself was uninjured.    The experiments shewed
that at anything up to 3 inches there resulted from the shot
blackening around the wound and "tattooing" from particles
of powder embedded in the skin.  At 9 inches the shot shewed
nothing beyond the hole produced by the bullet.   In Mrs.
Merrett's case, the patient had survived for fourteen days and
the wound had been repeatedly dressed.   He made particular
inquiry from Dr. Holcombe and Dr. Bell, who had attended
her in the Infirmary: they saw no signs of either, though Dr.
Bell looked specially for blackening and found none.    In
witness's opinion blackening, if existing, must have been
observed by the doctors on xyth March.   Cross-examined,
Professor Littlejohn said that from the facts now known to
him suicide was inconceivable; but agreed that if there were
a doubt as to the weapon having been discharged within
3 inches, neither suicide nor accident could be excluded.   In
his view the discharge was at a distance of over 3 inches.
Professor Glaister and witness found it impossible to remove
by washing or swabbing the blackness caused by the cart-
ridges used in this\ case.   Witness knew by experience many
cases of severe head injury where the person remembered
everything up to the infliction of the injury.   Reliance could
be placed on statements made by a patient within 24 hours
of an acute delirium, provided the doctors and nurses saw no
marked change in the mental condition.   Re-examined, his
opinion was strengthened by the fact that Mrs. Merrett had
made previously similar statements.
Professqr Glaister, of Glasgow University, suppdrted the
conclusions arrived at by his Edinburgh colleague, based
upon the experiments jointly conducted by them. He
relied not only on the absence of blackening but on the
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